7 he Comicall Hiftork of 

Ner, How like yon the young Germaine 3 the Duke ofSavn 
mes nephew ? • 

For. Very v'ildly in the morning when hee is fober, and moft 
videly in the afternoone yvhen he is drunke : when he is beft,hc is 
a little vvorfe then a man, and when he is worft he is little better 
then a beaft, and the w orft fall that ever. fell , I hope I fliall ma^ 
» to goe without him. 

Ner. If he fhould offer tochoofe,and choofe the right Casket 
you fhould refufe to performe your Fathers will, if you fhould 
refufe to accept him. 

For. Therefore for feare of the worft, I pray thee feta deep: 
glaffe of Reyniih wine on the contrary Casket,- for if the Devill 
be within, and that temptation without, I know he will choofe 
it. I will doe any thing Nerrtjfa ere I wil be married to a fpunge, 

Ner. You neede not feare Lady the having any ofthefe Lords, 
they have acquainted me with their determinations, which is in- 
deed to returneto their home, and to trouble yoii with no more 
fute, unlclfe y ou may be wonne by dome other fort then your Fa- 
thers impofition, depending on the Caskets. 

Per. If I live to be old as Siinlla, I wild die as chafte as Dim, 
unleffe I be obtained by the manner of my Fathers will; I am glad 
this parcell of woers are fo reafonable,for there is not one among 
thembutIdoa 1 t <?nhisvery abfence ;• and I pray God grant them 
a faire departure. 

N er. Doe you not remember Lady,in your Fathers time, a Ve- 
netian, a Schollerand a Souldier that came hither in company of 
the Marquefle of Mountferrat '} 

Per. Yes, yes, it was Bajfanio.ts I thinke fo was he call'd. 

Ner. True Madam, he, ofall the men that ever my foolifheies 
look'd upon, was the beft deferving a faire Ladie. 

P or, I remember him wel, & I remember him worthy of thy 
How now, what newes ? (praife. 

inter a Servingman. ■ 

Ser. The fourc ftrangers feeke for you Madam, to take their 
leave : and there is a fore-runner come from a fi ft, the Prince of 
Mor oeo, who brings word the Prince his Maftcr will be here to 
night. 

Port Iff could bid thefift welcome with fo good heart as 1 
- can 






the ^Merchant of Venice* 

n Kid the other foure farewell ,1 fhould be glad of his approach : 

if he have the condition ofaSaint,and the complexion ofoDevij, 

T had rather he lhould fhrive me then wive me. Come Nem$*. 
firragoe before : whiles we four the gate upon onewooer, ano : 

thcr knocks a ^ er ^afaniowith Shilocke the leWc 
Shj. Three thoufandDucates, well. 

Baf. I fir, for three months. 

Shy. For three months, well. , 

•Baf. For the which as I told you, Anthonio {hall be bound. 

Shy. Anthonio ihallbe come bound, well. 

'Baf. May you fted me ? Will you pleafure me ? 

Shall I know your anfwer. 

Shj. Three thoufand Ducats for three months, 
and tAnthonioboundi. 

Brtfi Your anfwer to that. Shy % Anthoriio is a good man, 

Baf. Haveyou heard any imputation to thccontrary. 

Shy. Ho no, no,.no,no : my meaning in faying hee is a good 

man, is to have you underftand mce that hee isfufficient, yet his 
meanes are in fuppofition : he hath an Argofie bound to Tripoli, 
another to the Indies, I underftand moreover upon the Ryalta, hee 
hath a third at Mexico, a fourth for England, and other ventures 

he hath fquandred abroad, but Ships arc but boardes, Saylers but 

men, there be land Rats, and water Rats, water Theeves, and 
land Theeves, I meane Pyrats, and then there is the perill of wa- 
ters, wind es, and Rockes: the man is notwithftanding fuffici- 
ent; three thoufand Ducats, I thinke I may take his bond. 

Baf. Be affor’d you may. 

Jew. I will be aflur’d I may : and that I may be affur’d, I will 
bethinke me, may I fpeake with Anthonio ? 

"Baf. Ifitpleafeyoutodine with us. 
lew. Yes, to fmell Porke,to eate ofthe habitation which your 
Prophet theNazarit conjured thedevil into: I wil buy with you, 
fell with you,taIkc with you,walke with you, and fo following: 
but I will not eate with you,drinke with you, nor pray with you. 
What newes on the Rialto, who is he comes heere ? 



. ...... ...... .a ..e comes heere? 

Baf. This is fignior Anthonio. Enter tsinthonio . 

lew. How like a fawning publican he lookes 



